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interesting characters in modern fantasy literature. Normally, wizards are seen as old, wise men, with long
beards, robes and staffs who have great knowledge about the world and its history due to long studies and
books. However, there are a few ancestors of the wizard as he is seen today: in Arthurian legends you can find
Merlin and in Shakespeare's plays Prospero is the great wizard. In creating Prospero Shakespeare conjured an
image of the wizard, traces of which can still be found in modern literary figures. As Prospero can be seen as
'providing one of the basic templates for the figure of the wizard' it is interesting to the similarities between
wizards like him and wizards in modern fiction. In the novel The Lord of the Rings J.R.R. Tolkien describes two
wizards who settled the image of the modern wizard in the reader's mind: Gandalf and Saruman. As 'Gandalf
became a cult figure in the late 1960s' his opponent Saruman cannot reach his popularity. However, the two
wizards show the two sides of magic between which a wizard can choose: good versus evil. In the novel the
wizard plays 'a crucial, super-heroic role' and thus the wizard is manifested as a basic of fantasy literature.
Taking into account that Prospero's character has good and bad attitudes in Shakespeare's The Tempest it is
interesting to examine the relationship between him and...
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