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Createspace, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.The Center for Cryptologic History (CCH) is proud to publish the first title
under its own imprint, Thomas L. Burns s The Origins of NSA.* In recent years, the NSA history program has
published a number of volumes dealing with exciting and even controversial subjects: a new look at the Pearl
Harbor attack, for example. Tom Burns s study of the creation of NSA is a diHerent kind of history from the
former. It is a masterfully researched and documented account of the evolution of a national SIGINT eHort
following World War II, beginning with the fragile trends toward unification of the military services as they
sought to cope with a greatly changed environment following the war, and continuing through the
unsatisfactory experience under the Armed Forces Security Agency. Mr. Burns also makes an especially
important contribution by helping us to understand the role of the civilian agencies in forcing the creation of
NSA and the bureaucratic infighting by which they were able to achieve that end. At first glance, one might
think that this organizational history would be far from best seller material. In fact, the opposite is the case. It is
essential reading for the serious SIGINT professional, both civilian and military. Mr. Burns has identified most of
the major themes which have contributed to the development of the institutions which characterize our
profession: the struggle between centralized and decentralized control of SIGINT, interservice and interagency
rivalries, budget problems, tactical versus national strategic requirements, the diHiculties of mechanization of
processes, and the rise of a strong bureaucracy. These factors, which we recognize as still powerful and in large
measure still shaping operational and institutional development, are...
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